Behavioral indications for phenothiazine and benzodiazepine tranquilizers in dogs.
In a controlled study on 18 caged dogs, the effects of 2 psychoactive drugs on friendliness, excitability, and fearfulness were systematically and quantitatively evaluated. Diazepam was selected to represent the benzodiazepine group, and chlorpromazine represented the phenothiazine group. Diazepam was more effective in suppressing signs of fear than was chlorpromazine. Diazepam increased measures of excitability, whereas chlorpromazine had opposite effects.